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Hi everyone, 
 
I am writing this short message on behalf of our president Niki Furhh,  
who has been ill.   Niki was in the hospital recently for better pain  
management, but Joyce reports: 
 
Niki is back home. Better pain management now.  Surgery (hip surgery) will be 
September 8th.  Tony is being a good boy and taking good care of her!!! 
 
We all wish Niki a speedy recovery and hope to see her at our future meetings. 
 
Last month’s meeting did not take place as there was a mix up with the reservation 
of the room for our meeting. This month we have our annual picnic (see details on 
pp 3) instead of the regular meeting.   
 
The renovations will begin this month at the gardens, thus our regular meeting for 
October and November will now take place at the Senior Citizen’s Center near the 
gardens. The books from the club’s library have all been taken to Tony’s house until 
further notice from the gardens.  
 
The October and November meetings will be at the Senior Citizen Center 
adjacent to the Will Rogers Garden Center.  The center is at 3505 Pat Murphy 
Dr.  near the tennis courts.  There is parking at the site.   The meeting in 
October and November will be at this location at the usual time, 7 pm. 
 

             Let Joyce know if you are coming to  
             the picnic and don’t forget to 

              bring a chair. 
 

             Rosario Douglas 
            Vice-president 

! -------------------------------------------------------- 

On the left an illustration of Opuntia 
aciculata by Mary Emily Eaton 
(1873-1961).  From The Cactaceae 
(1919-1923) by Britton et Rose, Vol. I.   
From Wikipedia. 
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When:  September 15 
 
Where:  At Joyce’s house.  600 N. Pine St.  Phone:  405-737-1831 
 
Time:    Members are welcome to arrive between 6 and 7pm if you  

         want look through the greenhouse. We will start eating about 7     
                pm 
 
What to bring:    Bring you own drink and a desert. Joyce has a   

       refrigerator in the shop.  Please  bring your own  
       chairs. 

 
Other Activities:    Joyce’s greenhouse will be open for sales.   Members 
can also bring  plants to repot and Joyce can help you.   Joyce will have a 
tip bucket!  Joyce requests that you let her know if you are coming.  Her 
email is: cactibud@cox.net 
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2016 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE 
REGION  by Joyce Hochtritt 

  
  September 15    Annual Picnic and Member Greenhouse Tour & Sales at 

Joyce’s   737-1831 
 
 Will set up in the garage - bring a plant or two needing to be repotted perhaps  
 from the Show & Sale? Sales available in greenhouse, Mexican buffet! 
 
October 20      Central Oklahoma Cactus&Succulent Society monthly 
meeting at 7 pm.    At  the Senior citizen center at 3505 Pat Murphy Dr.  
 
Program:  Bring a plant or two-Show and tell. 
 
Refreshments:  Peggy Holland 
 
November 17      Central Oklahoma Cactus&Succulent Society monthly 
meeting at 7 pm.  At  the Senior citizen center at 3505 Pat Murphy Dr. 
  
Program:  Joyce Hochtritt will present a program to be announced. 
 
Refreshments:  PeggyAnglin 

 

! -------------------------------------------------------- 

Elections:    We are having elections in October and 
we need candidates to replace Tony as the librarian and 
Peggy Anglin, our treasurer.  
 
Consider volunteering for these positions and 
remember that Peggy will tutor and train her 
replacement over the next year. 
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If you have not checked the club’s Facebook page, take a look at: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Central-Oklahoma-Cactus-Succulent-
Society-548561558626999/ 
 

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society Facebook Page 

On the Web   
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http://www.essexsucculentreview.org.uk/index.html 
 

This is a digital journal 
with many interesting 
articles.   It is free and 
you can sign up for 
emails or you can 
download  it. 
 
The publishers of this 
digital magazine 
describe it as: 
 
“The Essex Succulent 
Review is available 
quarterly at the 
beginning of March, 
June, September and 
December. 
The emphasis is on 
non-technical articles 
on all aspects of cacti 
and succulents. Written 
by growers, for other 
growers, the Essex 
Succulent Review is an 
informative and 
enjoyable read.”  

From the Web  
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Article of the month   

This is a good article by Dona Parham and it is 
about the Baja gardens at the San Diego Zoo.  
If you ever find yourself in San Diego a visit to 
their Safari Park (name changed in 2010 from 
Wild Animal Park) is a must.  This is where the 
Baja gardens is located and it forms part of the 
large botanical exhibits at the park.   There are 
many nice specimens of cacti and succulents 
growing outdoors given the mild Southern 
California weather.  You can read the article at: 
 
http://zoonooz.sandiegozoo.org/zoonooz/
changes-in-latitudes/ 
 

Changes in latitude – a walk through 
the Baja Gardens  by Dona Parham 
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        SUCCULENT PLANTS  by  Rosario Douglas	
			

The genus Gasteria 
  

The genus Gasteria is native to South Africa and 
Namibia.  The larger number of species is found 
in the Eastern Cape Provice of South Africa with 
some outlliers in Swaziland and Namibia. 
 
The inspiration for the name Gasteria comes from 
the stomach shape of the flowers.  The Latin word 
“gaster” means stomach.  Some common names 
such as ox-tongue also refer to the flower shape.  
Gasteria flowers have a unique  stomach-shape 
and they are arranged in a hanging raceme. 
 
Another recognizable feature of Gasterias is their 
leaves  which are very hard, thick and tongue-
shaped.  The leaves can range in size from one 
inch to a foot. 
 
 
 

A. Gasteria  nigricans  by Maria Moninckx (1673-1757). From the Moninckx Atlas.  Public domain. 

B. Gasteria disticha.  Photographed in the Little Karoo by Mike Douglas. 
 
C.  Gasteria bicolor flower.  Photographed at Addo National Park by Mike Douglas. 
 

A 

B 

C 
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Gasterias grow in well-drained sandy soils 
in light shade.  Though mostly grown from 
seed, leaf cuttings will work for 
propagation.  The genus is popular in 
cultivation and can tolerate some shade 
and sparse watering.  
 
You can read more about Gasterias at:   
http://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/
view/2915#b 
 

The genus is in the family Asphodelaceae 
and some closely related genera are 
Haworthia and Aloe.  
 
Gasteria exhibit great variability in the field 
making it difficult to agree on how many 
species of Gasteria exist.  Plants of the 
same species can look very different 
depending on the age, soil and location.  
To complicate matters Gasteria species 
hybridize naturally in the wild.  Current 
studies appear to indicate that the genus 
has between 16 and 23 species. 
 

D.   Distribution map of the various Gasteria 
species and subspecies in Namibia South 
Africa and Swaziland.  By S. Molteno, July 
2015.  Wikipedia Creative  

      Commons.  
 
E. Gasteria bicolor.  Photographed by Mike 

Douglas in Addo National Park, South Africa. 

F.  Gasteria batesiana.  By Stan Shebs.  Wikipedia 
creative commons 

Sources:  Wikipedia and Dave’s 
Garden. 

D 

E 

F 



10 

 September  2016 issue 
		

THE OFFSET 
		

   
 

May 2016 issue 
		

THE OFFSET 
		

   
 

         THE BOTANICAL CORNER    by Rosario Douglas	

Terms from a book by W. Taylor Marshall and R.S. 
Woods.  The book is titled, Glossary of succulent 
plant terms, published in 1938., Wikipedia. Also 
terms from CactiGuide.com  
at http://cactiguide.com/glossary/ . 
 
Illustrations from Wikipedia. 

Diadematous:   Crowned 
 
 
Dichotomous:   Forking equally; as when the stem divides into two equal branches. 
 
 
Dicotyledon:  A plant having two cotyledons  

    or seed leaves. 
 
 
Dieback:   The progressive death of a stem from  

         the tip due to damage or disease  
 
 
Diffuse:  Widely or loosely spreading 
 
 
Digitate:   Divided like the fingers of a hand 
 
 
 

        Dimorphic:  Having two forms. 
   
        Dioecious:  Species that have male and 
        female plants, i.e. the flowers on a 
        particular plant will have only male or 
        female organs and plant of the opposite 
        sex is required in order to produce seed 


